We therefore aimed to determine whether arterial blood gas estimation was necessary in Thorax 1995; 50:186-188 all patients presenting with acute severe asthma or whether oxygen saturation (Sao2) as measured by pulse oximetry was a safe and reliable alternative in predicting those in respiratory failure and therefore in need of more intensive management. We also aimed to determine the Sao2 value below which arterial gases should be taken for the safe management of asthma. 6 Hutton P, Clutton-Brock T. The benefits and pitfalls in pulse oximetry. BMJ 1993;307:457-8. BMJ 1993; 307:659. Thorax 1995; 50:188-190 Non-tuberculous pulmonary infections in Scotland: a cluster in Lothian?
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